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Response on Building Gay Neighborhood Enclaves
Lessons Learnt
The chapter Building Gar Neighborhood Enclaves: The Village and Harlem in The Making of the Gay Male World by George Chauncey explores the state of homosexuals in New York City in small towns that the author calls Village and Harlem. The illustration that the author brings forth indicates that in the 1910s and 1920s, lesbians and gay men were not as out in the open as they are today. However, the socialization of towns such as the Village influenced the gradual buildup of confidence. They included clubs and other gathering areas where lesbians and gay men could converge (Chauncey, 2008). Still, various stereotypes went around, painting men of Bohemian descent, who kept long hair and were mainly artists, homosexual. Although society claimed that the discussion of sex, primarily sexual actions that deviated from the norm, was a form of perversion, it still created a conducive environment for the growth of homosexuality.
Reaction to the Text
The chapter brings out the level of sexual freedom in America and some other parts of the world, such as Germany, more than a century ago. Although so much has changed with the introduction and fight for gay rights, society’s perception might not have changed. In the 1910s, according to the text, lesbians and gay men were criticized silently while still being allowed to exist – similar to the current situation (Chauncey, 2008). The middle class and the wealthy homosexuals in the Village and Harlem always hid themselves to avoid tainting their social status. Although they might seem to be more exposed today than in the 1910s, they still feel protective of their social status, afraid that their sexual inclinations might cause their downfall.
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